A REPORT FROM THE “DEPARTED” VINKS

Some time has elapsed since we partied at CVC. What a time of celebration! We so grateful for the warm send off.  We have not seen most of you since while some have even made it out to the miseries of Michigan. Hardly true! Our time since August has gone fast actually. (Read on if you’re interested….) 

We began with a few days of coming down from all the excitement, some lake time, some trips to California places, some just relaxing, some getting our home ready for its new tenants, and some deciding what to take along for a four-season trip. A few fast trips to the car dealer to have the car in shape also were included. After all, our “new” car had to carry a lot of stuff. Consequently, we headed south out of Visalia on September 21st with a car full of stuff and two people full of emotions. 

Having decided to head leisurely for our Hudsonville condo, we went by way of El Paso-TX, Little Rock-AK, and Branson-MO. The highlight was Little Rock and its history of desegregation as well as a presidential library. We worshiped at a large Baptist congregation close to our motel and found ourselves in a large black congregation and a minority of two. An exhilarating experience! Their welcomes were genuine! In Branson we felt like teenagers at an evening service. One more stop in Illinois and we “arrived at your destination” as the Tom-Tom told us. A call to Chaplain George Cooper, and we had the key to open a new experience. 

A weekend or so after our arrival, we joined a host of Visalians in celebrating the weddings of two former “First” Church members now in Michigan. I ventured into a new career at the bride’s father’s request. You may view its success and enjoy a lively time of celebration. I’m now a YouTube star who can be seen doing his thing at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aea28btPG8U&sns=em  Late in life and such notoriety! 

All of this was followed the next week by a trip to Denver to do Synodical Deputy work. What a surprise when Classis Rocky Mountain, at the last minute, added the classical exam for Brian Kornelis to their agenda! Brian and Mallory indicated that they were encouraged by my presence, and I assure you that Brian spoke appreciatively of his home church and pastor. He did very well!  I was asked to lead in the prayer of blessing and made sure that Shirley was included by laying her hand upon Brian’s head. Hearts of thanksgiving overflowed! We used the rest of our time in Colorado to have dinner out with Jim and Eleanor Kok as well as visit Estes Park and Pike’s Peak. (Eleanor is now in the Alzheimer wing of a Christian home for seniors.)
We have worshiped at several different churches in our vicinity as well as headed to downtown Grand Rapids last Sunday for the annual Reformation service at LaGrave Ave CRC. Truly a service of celebration in song, music, and the spoken Word in a full house! Dr. Stan Mast spoke on “Is Saying ‘Knowing God’ Reformed?” He answered it well and positively. We met colleagues and friends, and invited a former pastor for some of you, Rev. Art & Anita Schoonveld, to join us for appropriate refreshments on their way home to Holland. We discussed extensively our dilemma regarding our future, enhanced only by a quick Skyping with our Visalia family. 

We’ve hosted our children and grandchildren, babysat some, and watched a grandson play football.  Shirley has shopped for Rob & Pam’s baby due in February while busily engaged in making toques. A new endeavor for her! I rejoiced in finding an eight-dollar 13” color television with remote at the Mel Trotter store. (We didn’t want to go downstairs just to watch the evening news!) A few warm sweaters were also a terrific find! In doing so, I became re-acquainted with Rev. Chico Daniels, originally at the Visalia Rescue Mission, now CEO at the Mel Trotter Ministries in Grand Rapids. 

I have a delightfully sunny “office” for doing the editing and writing work that I’m committed and determined to finish. I’ve preached only once at Ivanrest CRC, our former congregation but am scheduled for Christmas morning at Lakeside CRC, Rob & Pam’s home church. Not preaching regularly is probably the biggest adjustment, even though I didn’t do it all on our previous sabbatical. Then, I knew there’d be lots more to do upon our return to Visalia.  Thanks for reading! We’re grateful for your prayers and interest. 

                                                                                                            George & Shirley Vink   

