STILL ANOTHER PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

Sitting in the silence of my “office,” I can almost hear the snow falling gently on the grass and patio table. The world is getting whiter quickly and quietly. It’s in such moments that one’s thoughts wander over time and space to events and people in a different place. 


I remember looking out the window of my parents’ home in Bellevue, watching heavy snow come and wondering if my sister would be able to make it home for Christmas. I remember a quiet evening in Montana, knowing that the phone could ring to tell me another church member had made the final move. I remember…. And now, on a December Tuesday morning in Michigan, my thoughts wandered, not over time, but over about two thousand plus miles as well as over just a few miles to a local hospital. 

Tom was able to come home after weeks of enduring what we all hope we’ll never have to face. Ruth went home after weeks of hoping that the latest surgery corrected the problem but it  didn’t,  and in the presence of loved ones she made her final move to the ultimate healing. My friend, Ron Nydam, continues his treatment for re-occurring cancer and his family and seminary students pray urgently for his health. As I reflected, my thoughts went back to words that I read earlier today from another retired pastor. 

In his recent book, Living and Loving Life, Rev. Howard Vanderwell wrote pertinent words in the section of “The Seasons of Life” under the heading of “In the Valley of Crises.” He began by noting that we begin our various journeys in life with the expectation that they’ll go well. But, pain and suffering do come and we endure dark, crises valleys. He advises, 

“The time we spend in ‘the valley’ highlights the need for a healthy faith life that is able to withstand times of testing. Once we’re in the valley it’s too late to become strong. Our strength comes from cultivating a healthy walk with God over a long period of time. 


Such a faith life involves firm belief in the goodness of God and trust that God seeks the best for us always. It also requires a clear belief in God’s faithfulness to his promises. At times it takes a willingness to live with the mystery of things that just don’t add up. Even then, we trust God, though we may not be able to understand his ways just yet.”

Under “Further Reflection,” this seasoned pastor urges us to read I Corinthians 1 again. It’s the passage that I’ve often read with families just before funerals. It’s a powerful reminder that we’re challenged to share our comfort with others as members of God’s family—wherever we are. A healthy faith life as shared by Tom, Ruth and Ron makes all the difference! 

The snow has stopped, but it’s still so still, reminding me of Psalm 46:10’s, “Be still, and know I am God.” Anyhow, I don’t understand “his ways just yet.” but that’s how I see it. 
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