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Lord’s Supper –Sermon: Rev. George G. Vink

Scripture: Luke 22: 14-30

Sermon: JESUS SAYS,

                                            “BUT YOU ARE NOT TO BE LIKE THAT
Dear Followers of Jesus Christ, 

Now that it’s a week ago, how would you describe the jockeying of leaders in Washington regarding the debt ceiling? Would the word dispute cover it? Was it contentious? Who demonstrated humility? Was there any sense of unity in the community with a genuine concern for the nation demonstrated by those called to lead and govern? 

Let’s read Luke’s account of Jesus and the disciples at the Last Supper. It’s Passover time and Jesus knows His death is imminent. Let’s read Chapter 22: 14-30 and hear Christ’s warning word to us today. 

Has anyone ever said those words to you that Jesus used? Your mother or a friend? Or, have you ever said them to someone? I’m talking about Jesus’ words, “But you are not to be like that.”  I’ve heard them almost exactly that way. It’s said this way, “Don’t be like that!” or “Don’t be like your dad like that.”  It usually comes when I’m feeling low or insecure and tend to feel beset upon, turning on others by being mean or sarcastic! Sometimes she adds an explanation, “That’s not really you!” (
Sharing the supper, facing the cross, and about to be betrayed by one of His own, Jesus deals with contentious disciples. A “dispute arose among them….” describes it, but doesn’t say much. It wasn’t the first time! Jesus admonished and explained the nature of the kingdom. It’s different from what gentiles do who love to describe themselves as the greatest, as Benefactors. Large doses of recognition and public display! Jesus’ words are simple, “But you are not to be like that.” Good words for us to hear!  

The standards in the kingdom, in His church, are to be different with a reversal of values, a proper placement of priorities! They’re based on His example of leadership, His way of thinking, totally different from a need to be recognized, the need to exercise power. We may hear it from others, “But you are not to be like that!” but must hear it from Jesus, our host. The values of the Kingdom are different, even reversed! 

At the supper, it’s a good time to examine ourselves regarding our relationships, our way of dealing with others. The setting is the supper where we hear Jesus say, “This is my body….this is my blood.” Betrayal is about to come and a “woe” of judgment is pronounced on the betrayer. In the midst of this, “Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be the greatest.” Imagine it, would you? Hear Christ’s admonition, “But you are not to be like that!” 
Reading this passage destroyed all romantic, idyllic notions or illusions I had regarding the atmosphere of Christ’s last meal with them. The petty jealousies, the insecurities of people, the jockeying were evidenced by “A dispute arose among them….” The hope for a wonderful sense of unity in their faith community is not demonstrated. We hear Jesus’, “But you are not to be like that.” We hear it today too. We’re to be different! We’re not to be that way. Disciples who had been with Jesus quarreled but disciples today,  followers of Jesus Christ, also quarrel and have concerns for being the greatest. Therefore, hear His, “But you are not to be like that.”
Jesus contrasts the ways of the kingdoms, those of men and those of God. It’s a lesson the church is still learning as leaders gets hung up on power plays, jockeying for positions and trying to rise to the top. All too often we slip into the world’s ways and seek power instead of ways of serving. It’s not a matter of lording it over, having all kinds of authority, but serving. It’s not a matter of climbing rungs on the ladder, but serving. 

In verses 26, & 27 Jesus explains his, “But you are not to be like that.”  It’s all about those who serve, with Himself as the example. It’s really all about those willing to sacrifice, doing so with a sense of humility. Not only does Jesus say, “But you are not to be like that.” but He shows the way of serving, the way of sacrifice—not self-serving! Yet, Jesus commends their standing by Him in the trying times, and promises them a reward. 

We must hear Christ’s warning words as a church called to serve. Jesus laid down His life. He knelt at their feet and washed them, including those of Peter, a great leader later, and those of Judas, His betrayer. The root of their dispute, the root of so many vices, is pride. Therefore, there’s no room for pride and the pain and problems it causes

How much disunity in the community has been caused by pride and its consequences? How many people have been sacrificed on the altar of pride, masquerading behind the mask of theological disputes or simply wanting it our way? Jesus says, “But you are not to be like that.”  He has given us His example and empowered others who’ve shown that spirit of serving others in His name and for His sake. 

Followers of Jesus Christ, come to the table, determined to serve without concern for recognition or being the greatest. Come as a ”follower of Jesus Christ” who wants to be more like Jesus. Let me close with a wonderful account of a servant who lived Christ’s words.       
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